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This is the latest (stable) Ansible community documentation. For Red Hat Ansible Automation
Platform subscriptions, see Life Cycle
(https://access.redhat.com/support/policy/updates/ansible-automation-platform) for version
details.

Ansible Documentation

Welcome to Ansible community documentation! This documentation covers the version of
Ansible noted in the upper left corner of this page. We maintain multiple versions of Ansible and
of the documentation, so please be sure you are using the version of the documentation that
covers the version of Ansible you’re using. For recent features, we note the version of Ansible
where the feature was added.

Ansible releases a new major release approximately twice a year. The core application evolves
somewhat conservatively, valuing simplicity in language design and setup. Contributors develop
and change modules and plugins, hosted in collections, much more quickly.

Ansible getting started

Getting started with Ansible (getting_started/index.html)

Introduction to Ansible (getting_started/introduction.html)
Start automating with Ansible (getting_started/get_started_ansible.html)
Building an inventory (getting_started/get_started_inventory.html)
Creating a playbook (getting_started/get_started_playbook.html)
Ansible concepts (getting_started/basic_concepts.html)

Getting started with Execution Environments (getting_started_ee/index.html)

Introduction to Execution Environments (getting_started_ee/introduction.html)
Setting up your environment (getting_started_ee/setup_environment.html)
Building your first Execution Environment
(getting_started_ee/build_execution_environment.html)
Running your EE (getting_started_ee/run_execution_environment.html)
Running Ansible with the community EE image
(getting_started_ee/run_community_ee_image.html)  latest
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Installation, Upgrade & Configuration

Installation Guide (installation_guide/index.html)

Installing Ansible (installation_guide/intro_installation.html)
Installing Ansible on specific operating systems
(installation_guide/installation_distros.html)
Configuring Ansible (installation_guide/intro_configuration.html)

Ansible Porting Guides (porting_guides/porting_guides.html)

Ansible 14 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_14.html)
Ansible 13 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_13.html)
Ansible 12 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_12.html)
Ansible 11 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_11.html)
Ansible 10 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_10.html)
Ansible 9 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_9.html)
Ansible 8 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_8.html)
Ansible 7 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_7.html)
Ansible 6 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_6.html)
Ansible 5 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_5.html)
Ansible 4 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_4.html)
Ansible 3 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_3.html)
Ansible 2.10 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_2.10.html)
Ansible 2.9 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_2.9.html)
Ansible 2.8 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_2.8.html)
Ansible 2.7 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_2.7.html)
Ansible 2.6 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_2.6.html)
Ansible 2.5 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_2.5.html)
Ansible 2.4 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_2.4.html)
Ansible 2.3 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_2.3.html)
Ansible 2.0 Porting Guide (porting_guides/porting_guide_2.0.html)

Using Ansible

Building Ansible inventories (inventory_guide/index.html)

How to build your inventory (inventory_guide/intro_inventory.html)
Working with dynamic inventory (inventory_guide/intro_dynamic_inventory.html)
Patterns: targeting hosts and groups (inventory_guide/intro_patterns.html)
Implicit ‘localhost’ (inventory_guide/implicit_localhost.html)
Connection methods and details (inventory_guide/connection_details.html)

Using Ansible command line tools (command_guide/index.html)
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Introduction to ad hoc commands (command_guide/intro_adhoc.html)
Working with command line tools (command_guide/command_line_tools.html)
Ansible CLI cheatsheet (command_guide/cheatsheet.html)

Using Ansible playbooks (playbook_guide/index.html)

Ansible playbooks (playbook_guide/playbooks_intro.html)
Working with playbooks (playbook_guide/playbooks.html)
Executing playbooks (playbook_guide/playbooks_execution.html)
Search paths in Ansible (playbook_guide/playbook_pathing.html)
Advanced playbook syntax (playbook_guide/playbooks_advanced_syntax.html)
Manipulating data (playbook_guide/complex_data_manipulation.html)

Protecting sensitive data with Ansible vault (vault_guide/index.html)

Ansible Vault (vault_guide/vault.html)
Managing vault passwords (vault_guide/vault_managing_passwords.html)
Encrypting content with Ansible Vault (vault_guide/vault_encrypting_content.html)
Using encrypted variables and files (vault_guide/vault_using_encrypted_content.html)
Configuring defaults for using encrypted content
(vault_guide/vault_using_encrypted_content.html#configuring-defaults-for-using-
encrypted-content)
When are encrypted files made visible?
(vault_guide/vault_using_encrypted_content.html#when-are-encrypted-files-made-
visible)
Format of files encrypted with Ansible Vault
(vault_guide/vault_using_encrypted_content.html#format-of-files-encrypted-with-
ansible-vault)

Using Ansible modules and plugins (module_plugin_guide/index.html)

Introduction to modules (module_plugin_guide/modules_intro.html)
Boolean variables (module_plugin_guide/modules_intro.html#boolean-variables)
Module maintenance and support (module_plugin_guide/modules_support.html)
Rejecting modules (module_plugin_guide/plugin_filtering_config.html)
Working with plugins (plugins/plugins.html)
Modules and plugins index (module_plugin_guide/modules_plugins_index.html)

Using Ansible collections (collections_guide/index.html)

Installing collections (collections_guide/collections_installing.html)
Removing a collection (collections_guide/collections_installing.html#removing-a-
collection)
Downloading collections (collections_guide/collections_downloading.html)
Listing collections (collections_guide/collections_listing.html)
Verifying collections (collections_guide/collections_verifying.html)
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Using collections in a playbook (collections_guide/collections_using_playbooks.html)
Collections index (collections_guide/collections_index.html)

Using Ansible on Windows, BSD, and z/OS UNIX (os_guide/index.html)

Managing BSD hosts with Ansible (os_guide/intro_bsd.html)
Managing Windows hosts with Ansible (os_guide/intro_windows.html)
Managing z/OS UNIX hosts with Ansible (os_guide/intro_zos.html)

Ansible tips and tricks (tips_tricks/index.html)

General tips (tips_tricks/ansible_tips_tricks.html)
Playbook tips (tips_tricks/ansible_tips_tricks.html#playbook-tips)
Inventory tips (tips_tricks/ansible_tips_tricks.html#inventory-tips)
Execution tricks (tips_tricks/ansible_tips_tricks.html#execution-tricks)
Sample Ansible setup (tips_tricks/sample_setup.html)

Contributing to Ansible

Ansible Community Guide (community/index.html)

Getting started (community/getting_started.html)
Contributor path (community/contributor_path.html)
Ansible Community Policy for AI-Assisted Contributions (community/ai_policy.html)

Ansible Collections Contributor Guide (community/contributions_collections.html)

The Ansible Collections Development Cycle
(community/collection_development_process.html)
Requesting changes to a collection (community/reporting_collections.html)
Creating your first collection pull request (community/create_pr_quick_start.html)
Testing Collection Contributions (community/collection_contributors/test_index.html)
Review checklist for collection PRs
(community/collection_contributors/collection_reviewing.html)
Ansible community package collections requirements
(community/collection_contributors/collection_requirements.html)
Guidelines for collection maintainers (community/maintainers.html)
Contributing to Ansible-maintained Collections
(community/contributing_maintained_collections.html)
Ansible Community Steering Committee (community/steering/steering_index.html)
Contributing to the Ansible Documentation
(community/documentation_contributions.html)
Other Tools and Programs (community/other_tools_and_programs.html)
Working with the Ansible collection repositories
(community/contributions_collections.html#working-with-the-ansible-collection-
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repositories)

ansible-core Contributors Guide (community/contributions.html)

Reporting bugs and requesting features (community/reporting_bugs_and_features.html)
Contributing to the Ansible Documentation
(community/documentation_contributions.html)
The Ansible Development Cycle (community/development_process.html)
Other Tools and Programs (community/other_tools_and_programs.html)
Working with the Ansible repo (community/contributions.html#working-with-the-ansible-
repo)

Advanced Contributor Guide (community/advanced_index.html)

Committers Guidelines (community/committer_guidelines.html)
GitHub Admins (community/github_admins.html)
Ansible Ecosystem Project Development Resources
(community/ecosystem_project_resources.html)

Ansible documentation style guide (dev_guide/style_guide/index.html)

Linguistic guidelines (dev_guide/style_guide/index.html#linguistic-guidelines)
reStructuredText guidelines (dev_guide/style_guide/index.html#restructuredtext-
guidelines)
Markdown guidelines (dev_guide/style_guide/index.html#markdown-guidelines)
Accessibility guidelines (dev_guide/style_guide/index.html#accessibility-guidelines)
More resources (dev_guide/style_guide/index.html#more-resources)

Extending Ansible

Developer Guide (dev_guide/index.html)

Adding modules and plugins locally (dev_guide/developing_locally.html)
Should you develop a module? (dev_guide/developing_modules.html)
Developing modules (dev_guide/developing_modules_general.html)
Contributing your module to an existing Ansible collection
(dev_guide/developing_modules_checklist.html)
Conventions, tips, and pitfalls (dev_guide/developing_modules_best_practices.html)
Ansible and Python 3 (dev_guide/developing_python_3.html)
Debugging modules (dev_guide/debugging.html)
Module format and documentation (dev_guide/developing_modules_documenting.html)
Ansible markup (dev_guide/ansible_markup.html)
Adjacent YAML documentation files (dev_guide/sidecar.html)
Windows module development walkthrough
(dev_guide/developing_modules_general_windows.html)
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Creating a new collection (dev_guide/developing_modules_in_groups.html)
Testing Ansible (dev_guide/testing.html)
The lifecycle of an Ansible module or plugin (dev_guide/module_lifecycle.html)
Developing plugins (dev_guide/developing_plugins.html)
Developing dynamic inventory (dev_guide/developing_inventory.html)
Developing ansible-core  (dev_guide/developing_core.html)
Ansible module architecture (dev_guide/developing_program_flow_modules.html)
Python API (dev_guide/developing_api.html)
Rebasing a pull request (dev_guide/developing_rebasing.html)
Using and developing module utilities (dev_guide/developing_module_utilities.html)
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